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 SPECIAL NOTICES.

- MADISON BUILDING ASSOCLATION
:-.3 on the oid plan. 81 per share, sh T8 term rus
about five years first mecting for payment of dues
rest FRIDAY NIGHT. Decomber Bth, at Davis
Hall Bo. 615 7th street. opp =ite Patent Ofies. Sub
rerdpitom books now open. Spock may be talen at
T Wuwe tiug sl at the fdbvein ’ll( w: Noble _l"
Rainer. 843 Lonisana avens:; Frank MAler. No
LS Tth atreet, M. P. Uallan, No. 618 Tth stre=t!
Samnel Miller, No. 633 Pennss Ivanin avrnns e
JAS BAREBOUR. President
JUHN E THOMPSO Secretary doed 1d

E FOURTH ANNUAL MEETING OF

? n._!'\!r.l'?:ll.\\ SEHOOL ASSOCTATION of
th PROUTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURUCH 0 th

TISTRICT OF COLUMBIA will be held at th-
¥ piphany ehreb. on TUESDPAY. the 5th of Decrm
Ier il m. Election of officors, dect 21

Wi it p

= R NEWMAN S THANKSGIVING
Qﬁliﬂ'!“\ will appezr Decombor 6th.  Orders
witl be veceived by € Purcell, 9th street; Brad
Adame. =12 F atreet, or 1411 Pennsy lvania avenue
Dealers supplived Ly the publishers, Price 25 conts,
Addres R!Ll{\'l.‘i & TAGENHOFF, 21 H streeg

Bortierest dec2 2t

EPWARD SHOEMAKER.
Q'}? Norasy Prspic.
AMoiarial Buzinesa promptly attinded to,.  Offiee—
Ne. 1 4= B all strest, Georgetown. D, (. nov?3-2w*

~® MEL.BUEN = HOT 20DA,
? With the muegualed
TEA,. 9FFEE. AND CHMOLATE.
COLD SODA 2od MINERAL WATERS all the Year
1429 PENNSYLVANIA AVESUR,

Near Willard s Hotel,

‘
r

v tr

u;zr LADIES' CLOAKS
largest and most attractive assormment in Mate-

lasse . Kt bed and Plain Clath
Delress in Plain Cloth. Sik and Matelasse, Also,
Chaks for iswes frow four (o sixtesn yewrs, all at
the m=1 reasconnble prices at WILLIAN'S
D'resses made in the most snperior style and at rea
sonabie prices by MME. WASHINGTON, up stairs

setler 00000000000 §
SAMUEL G. YOUNu,
NOTARY PUBLIC,
octi7-tf

OrricEe—StAar BriLnive.

AMUSEMENTS.
NATIONAL THEATRE.

Another Week of English Opera.

Mondary—LA JOLIE PARFUMEUSE.
Tuwesdny—LA FILLE DE MAD ANGOT.
Wednesday—-THE GRAND DUCHESS,
Thursday—GIROFLE GIRODFLA
r‘rrklny——l'lc'hrhl of Mme. Alice Outes— LA ARCH I-
A

Saturday Matinee—MAD. ANGOT
Satarday Night—Double Bill-TRIAL BY JURY
snd LES BAVARDS
Dec. I1-CHAS FECHTER-MONTE CRISTO.
ﬁrm'nu Holidays—THE TWO OKPHANS.
4t

Gu'n?n ART EXHIBITION

FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE
YOUNG MEN S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION,
IN LINCOLN HALL,
FRIDAY. PECEMBER =, 1876, AT 7% P. M.
Tickets— Adults, 25 cents; Children, 15 cents; to be

had at Whitaker s, Ballantyne s, Association Rooms,
apd of wemlers decl)-tr

A GRAND CONUCERT

IN AID OF
ET. ALOYSIUS SCHOOL BUILDING,
WILL BE GIVEN
WEDNESDAY. DECEMBER 6,
AT MARINI'S HALL,
BY THE CHOIR OF ST, ALOYSIUS CHURCH
Awsieted by Sig ETTORE BARILI and other dis
tingwished talent. Admission., 50 cents. decl-2t*

"HEATER COMIQUE, Eleventh Street
'.l Below p_.,g;m.m Av.nue. b

OPEN THE YEAR ROUND.
Performance EVERY NIGHT. Matines far La
dies and Children EVERY WEDNESDAY and
BATURDAY AFTERNOON.
FIRST-CLASS IN EVERY RESPECT.

Variety, Drama. Purlesque and Comedy. novZ-ly

OLp No.) On Exhibition (NEw No.
AnE i and sale 439
<TH ST AT 7TH ST

MARKRITER"' S, )
No. 439 Ttk street, between D and E streets, vight
doors abore Odd Feilorws' Hall,
Choice 0l Paintings, Engravings. Chromos, &e.
Also. largest stock of Pa angings, Window
EBhades. Picturs, Frames. Pictare (o snd Tas
sel=s. Rings. Nails. &c..n the District.
B Tuums Casu. _
8F Pleass remember Name and Number. ivlly

EMEMBER JUSTH S OLD STAND. He pays

for Second hand Clothing, Boots, Shoes, &c., at
““fair jcash ) prices " as he always has, at 619 Dt
between 6th and Tth streets northwest. Note h{snul
promptiy attended to. wctls-tr

FESTIVALS.
l.‘ A 1 R

FOR
ST. PATRICK'S NEW CHURCH,

AT
TALMADGE HALL.
F street, betwesn 9th and 10th streets,
¢« mmencing TUESDAY, Decermber 3. and ending
THT NSDAY., December 14.1576. dec5,7.9.12.13.14-61

HE LADIES OF ST. MARY S CHURCH, 31u
Street. will open a

FAIR IN ST.JOSEPH S HALL,

0'1 ;h gh u!bbnm'ber. for the benefit of the Schools
of that Br.- .
The Fair will be continued for one week, under the
divection of & committee, consisting of the following
entlemen: George Bergling. Francis Prott, Bernard
wr. Rudolph Eichhorn, Hermann Schelteis, an
the Pastor. Rev. Mathias Alig decl 6t

'I‘lll DIES OF C v

LA'AI"I‘I!‘I' (‘llI’ EI SRRy
Corner of 8th and H streets mnhwe&, will hold a
BAZAAR. commencing MONDAY, Dec. 4th. con-

tinning three evenings. A co of useful
and fancy articles will be off. for sale at very rea-
epable ; also, Fruit, Flower, Supper and Ise

Cream Tables.
Fine Voeal and Instrumental Music may be ex-

. Citizens and ..nnrnan courdially invited
'.#D(-oﬂ open a8t 7 o'clock. ot
B Admittance, W cents. novis-lw*

PTI1C1 AN

First preminm awarded to me by the Great World's
Fair, in Philadelphia. on my inmtﬂim
patented EYEGLASS, manufac-
| in Gold. Sflver and F with genuine
Brazilian Pebbles. Also on band s va.rieul
%rzn GLASSES, MIC
ES for }ho‘xid. &

s
.
EXANDER,

octs tristp 1229 Pennsylvania ave. n. w.

"RANKLIN & (0O,
l‘ OFPTICIANS.

No. 1227 PExnsyLUANIA Av:n'l.m
Grouine=Brazilian Pebbie Spectacies decT-dylsp
BARLOW'S ART GALLERY.

1223 Penmnsylvania Avenue,

JUST RECEIVED.

Fall Stock of Water
Color Dn-iaﬁhc ln;'rlf:htm les
I am olr:::- ‘«I ttlrbl'.l-(‘l)" l(‘u'.'k.-‘rod at
Fﬂl prices. ntings and ater
Obfr‘)f"l-;r in great variety. Dresden Porcelain
;..C.t:::‘ Silver ld‘.t.‘) German 35: h:l::l 8
ish and French Maphe Nails, Silver and

. Picture
« Wire. Mirror and Portrait Frames made to

and It. ninti Cleaned, Restored
'mu—l.'w - mk of last year (Jhm;.:
at reduced prices. Ty open by gaskight
o 'clock .
BRONZES.
CLOCKS, BRONZES,
MANTEL ORNAMENTS,
ERASS GOODS, &e.
A large sssortment. »’! new styles. IMPORTED

DIRECT.
M. W.GALT, BRO. k CoO.
_BoviS-tr
*EEAT REDUCTION IN THE PRICE OF
CLOTHING st J. W. SELBY'S,
Lil-‘ 1916 Peon. ave., bet. 19th and 3th sta.
.leun:- ..... = ......g
. i ™ ¥
]3 Overcoats now l:
- - Py L]

» out - gy
ﬁ:;c‘r’-. Mi-bv- lh- c.-‘ : a
_-d_t'_ht.:m s Tlc.b-..'l'.

ety o $31, B st norshwes,
ot "NORFOLE OTETERS
i ~Ly T T T2
v
families_ ol

BovE Im N. WHITE & O
A MONTH to Active

$500 opying Buak N 5
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For
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IS AN UNFAILING o:‘n
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WASHINGTON, D. C., TUESDAY. DECEMBER 5. 1876.

EVENING STAR.
THE PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE.

To the Sena'e and Howse of Represen’alives:

In submitting my eighth and last annaa)
message (o Congress, it seems proper that [
should refer to and in some degree recapita-
late the events and official acts of the past
elght years.

It was my forture. or m'sfoftune, to be
calkd to the office of Chief Exetuative with-
out any previous political training. From
the ape of severteen, I had never even wit
nessexd the excitement allending a Presi
dential campaiign but twice antecedent to my

own canddacy, aml at but one o
them was [ elbigible as a voter. Umsler
soeh circvmstances it is but reasonable

lo suppose that errors of judgment must have
oc o wrral. Fven had they not, diferences of
o hetwon the Executive, boumd by an
cah to the striet porformance of his da'ios
am! writers and debaters mus! have arisen
It is not neces=arily #vidence of blunder on
e part of the Executive becanse there are
dere diflerene s of views. Mistakes have
been made, as all can see, and [ admit, but,
It secms e me, oftencr on the seleciions made

i N

of the assistants apjointed to ail in
carrying out the various duties of ad-
navister ng  the gosvernment—in  nearly

everys case selected without a persoaal
acquair tance with the appointec, but, upon
recommendations of  the representatives
chosen directly by the people. 1t is impos-
s.ble where o many trusis are to be alloited
that the right parties shocld be chos'n in
every instance. History shows that no ad-
ministration, from the time of Washingion
to the present, has been free from these mis-
inkes. Butl lea e conparisons to h story,
«laming only that I have acted in every in-
stance from a consclentious desire to do what
was right, constitutional within the law and
for the very best interests of the whole peaple.
Fa.lures have been errors of judgment, not
of intent.

My eivil career commenesd too at a most
ceritical and difficult time. Less than four
¥y« ars before the country had emerged from a
conflict such s no other nation had ever sur-
vived. Nearly one-half of the states had re-
volted against the government, and of those
remaining faithful to the Union, a large per
centage of the population sympathi with
the rebellion and made an “enemy in the
rear” almost as dangerousas the more honogs-
able enemy in the front. The latter commii-
ted errors of judgment, but, they maintained
them openly and courageously. The former
reeeived the proteetion of the government
they would seedestroyed and reaped all the
pecuniary advantage to be gaiuel out of
the existing state of affairs, many of them
by oblaining contracts and by swindling the
government in the delivery of their goods.

Immediately on the cessation of hostilities
the then noble president, who had carried the
country so far through its perils, fell a mar-
Lyr to his patriotism at the hands of an assas-
=in. The intervening time to my first inan-
suration was fillead up with wranglings be-
iween Cor gress and the new Execulive as to
ihe best mode of “reconstruction,” or, to
speak plainly, as to whether the control of
ihe government should be thrown immedi-
ately into the hands of those who had so re-
e nily and persistently tried to destroy it, or
w hﬂfwr the victors should eontinue to have
an equal voiee with them in this control. Re-
construction, as finally upon, means
this, and only this, except that the late slave
was enfranchised. giving an increase, as was
supposed, o the Unjon-loving and Union-
supporting votes. If free, in the full sense of
the word, they would not disappoint this ex-
pectation. Hence at the beginning of my first
administration, the work of reconsiruction—
much embarrassed by the long delay—virtu-
ally commenced. It was the work of the
legislative branch of the government. My
provinee was wholly In approving thelr acts,
which I did most heartily, urging the lezisla-
tures of states that had nol yet done so to
ratity the fifteenth amendment to the consti-
tution. The country was laboring under an
enormons debt contracted in the suppression
of rebellion, and taxation was so oppressive

#s o dscourage product on. Another
darger also threatened us—a forcl]E:
war. The last difficulty had to

udjusted, and was adjusted without a war
and in a manner highly honorable io all
parties concerned.

Taxes have been reduced within the last
seven years nearly three hundred millions of
dollurs, and the national debt has baen re-
duced in the same time over four hundred
and thinty-five millio & of dollars. By re-
intding the six per cent. bonded deb' for
bonds bearing five, and four and one half per
cenl inierest, respectively, the annual inier-
¢l has been reduced from over one hundrel
and thirty miilions of dollars in 1869 to but
little over one hundred millions of dollars in
i¥is. The balance of trade has been changed
from over one hundred and thirty millions
against the United States in 1869 to more than
one hundred and twenty millionas of dollars
in our favor in 156,

It is confidently believed that the balance
of trade in favor of the United States will in-
crease, not diminish, and that the pledge of
Congress o resume s fe payments in 1579
will be easily accomplished, even in the ab-
sence of much desired farther legislation on

the subject.

A policy has been ado toward the In-
dian tribes lnhabltll‘:f a rtion of the
territory of the United States, which has been

bhvmane and has substantially ended Indian
hostilities in _the whole land, except in
a portion of Nebraska and Dakota, Wilom ing
ard Montana Territoryles, the Black hills re-
gion and approaches thereto. Hostilities there
bave grown out of the averice of the white
man,who has violated our treaty stipulations
in his gearch foerld. The question might be
asked: why the Government has not enforeed
obedience 1o the terme of the traal? rrohlbit.—
ng the occupation of the Black Hills region
by whites? answer is simple. The first
immigrants to the Black Hills were removed
by troops, but rumors of rich discoveries of
old took into that region increased num-
rs. Gold has actually been found in pay-
ing quantity, and an effort to remove I.ge
miners would only result in the desertion of
the bulk of the troops that might be sent there
Lo remove them. Il diffieulty in this mat-
ter has however been removed—subject to
the approval of Congress—by a treaty ceding
the Black Hills and npprou:{ncs to settlement
by citizens.

The subject of Indian policy and treatment
I= so rully set forth by the Secretary of the In-
terior and the Commissioner of Jndian
Affairs and my views so fully expressed
therein that I refer to their reports and recom-
mendations as my own

The relations of the United States with for-
eign powers continue on a friendly footing.

Questions have arisen from time to time in
the foreign relations of the govermment, but
the United States have been happily free dur-
ivg the past year from the complications and
emibarrassments which have surrounded
SOme 05 (lhe fore:‘n poOwers. "

The diplomatic correspondence submitted
herewith contains information as to certain
of the matters which have occupied the gov-

The cordiality which attends our relatlons
with the powers of the earth has been plainly
shown by the cipation of for-
bition which has just

eign nations in the E
closed, and by the exertions made by d nt

wers 1o show their Interest in and friendly
eelings towanrd the United States in the com-
memoration of the Centennial of the nation.

The government and of the United
States have not only m:wuhml this
exhilblllon &rﬂuuu feeling, it Illl.{::
ustly and ¥ ex that no small

'Lﬁu zrm result botm‘gnuelvu and other

better appreciation of ut mutial cr et &
ra ourmu
and mmwuwla:u. aaia
Congress last sessionsaw uce
the amount usually ted for [
g‘-pmu!l? of the U States i
ves n n cer-
tain foreign and certain con-
sular cMeers, and by reducing the amounts
usual for other diplo-
, and thus necessitatirg a change
in the grade of the ve. For

fireal year. instructions were issued to the
R tatives of the United States at Bo-
Iivm Ecuador and Columbia, and to the con-
sular officers to whom no

mm.wemur ve

TWO CENTS.

I cannot eser_qq e conclusion Wnt in some

instances 5e'y ithholding of ropriations
will proee an ex n';‘m:&'fy. and that
the “ms7) retren. nt secured by a chauge
GJ greie in certain diplomatic posis is not an
uate on feor the loss of in-
fuence and importance which will attend
our foreign re ntatives under this reduc-
tion. I am of the opinien that a re-examina-
tion of the subject will cause a change in
rome instances in the conelusions reache 1l on
these subjects at the bast session of Con

The court of commi-sioners of Alabama
claims. whose functions were continued by
an act of the last session of Congress, until
the 18! day of Jaruary, 1577, has carried on
its lubors with diligence and gencral saiis-
faction. By a report from the clerk of th-
court, transmitted herewith, bearing dat -
November . 1576, it appears that withan the
time now allowed by law the court will
have disposed of all the claims presented for
adjudieation. This report also econtains a
statement of the general results of the labors
of the court to the date thereof. It is a cause
of satisfaction that the method adopted for
the sati~faction of the classes of elaims sab-
miitted to the court, which are of long stand-
ing and justly entitled 10 carly considera-
tion, should have proved suceessful and ae-
e ptable

It i with satisfaction that I am enahled
to siete that the work of the joint eommis-
fion for determining the boandary line bo-
tween th United Stat s and British po ses-
shovs, fiom the northwest angle of the Lake
of the Wond s to the Roeky Mountaing, com-
v need in 172, has beon completed. The
firal agreemenis of the commissioners, with
the maps, have been duly signed, amnd the
work ot the connul-=ion is complete,

The fixing of the bousdary upon the Pacifie
coa~t by the protocol of March 10, 1873, pur
suant o the award of the Emporor of Ger-
many by article XXXIV of the treaty of
\\'u-'?nh gton with the termination of the
work of this commission adjusts and fixes
the entire boundary between the Tnited
States and the British possescjons, except as
to the portion of the territory ceded by Russia
o the United States under the treaty of
1867. The work entrusted to the commis-
sioner and the officers of the army attached
to the commission has been well and satis-
factorily performed. The original of the
final agreement of the commissionors signed
urm the 2uth of May, 1576, with the original
*List of astronomien) stations obsorved.” the
original official * List of monnments mark-
ing the international boundary line.” and the
maps, records and ceneral reports relating to
the e mmission. have been deposited in the
Department of State. The official report of
the commissioner on the part of the United
States, with the report of the chiet astrono-
mer of the United States, will be submitied
to Congress within a short time.

I reserve for a separate communieation to
Congress a statement of the condition of the
questions which lately arose with Great Brit-
ain. respecting the surrender of fugitive
eriminals under the treaty of 1842,

The Ottoman government gave notice,
under date of January 15, 1574, of its desire
™ terminate the treaty of 1862, concerning
commerce and navigation. pursuant to the
provisions of the 22d article thereof., Under
this notice the treaty terminated upon the 5th
day of June, 1576. That government has in-
vited negotiations towards the conclusion of
a new treaty.

By the act of Congress of March 23, 1874, the
President was authorized, when he shonld
receive satisfactory information that the Of-
toman government or that of Egypt had or-
ganized new tribunals likely to secure to cit-
1zens of the United States the same impar-
tial justice enjoyed under the exercise of

udicial funetions by diplomatie and consu-
ar eflicers of the United States, to suspend
the operation of the aci of June 22, 1860, and
to accept for citizens of the United States the
jurisdiction of the new tribunals. Satisfac-
tory information having been reccived of the
organization of such new tribunals in Egypt,
I caused a proclamation to be issued upon
the Zith of March last, suspending the opera-
tion of the aet of June 22, 1860, in Egypt ac-
cording to the provisions of the act. A copy
of the proclamation accompanies this mes-
sage. The United States has unitad with the
other powers in the organization of these
courts. It is hoped that the jurisdictional
questions which have arisen may be readily
adjusted, and that this advance in judicial
reiorm may be hindered by no obstacles

The ncces ary legislation to carry into ef-
fect the convention mpﬂ.‘w:ﬁ commercial
r ¢'procity concluded with e Hawaiian
Islands in 1495 having been had, the procla-
mation to carry into effect the conventio: as
provided by the act ap&m\'ed August 15, 1576,
was duly issucd upon the 9th day of Bopiem-
ber last. A copy thereof accompanies this
message.

The commotions which have been preva
lent in Mexico for some time past, anl
which unhappily seem 10 be not yer wheolly
quieted, have led to complaints of ecitizens
of the United States of injuries by perso s in
authority. It i hoped, however, that these
will ultimately be adjusted to the satisfac-
tion of both governments. The frontier of
the United States in that quarter has not
been exempt from acts of violence by eiti-

ﬁ‘ns of one republic on those of the other.
€

uell;? of these is sutppoued to be
ir and their adjustment made more
difficult'by the considerable changes in the
course of the lower part of the Rio Grand=
river, which river is a part of the boundary
belween the two countries. These changes
have p on either side of that river por-
tions of land which by existing conventions
belong to the jurisdietion of the government
on the opposite side of the river. The sub-
.lect of adjustment of this cause of difficulty
s tll?lder consideration between the two re-
publics.

The gm'emment of the United States of
Colombia has paid the award in the case of
the steamer Montijo, seized by authorities of
that government some years since, and the
amlgumhu been transferrod to the claim-

ants.

It is with satisfaction that I am able to an-
nounce that the joint coommission for the ad-
Jusument of claims between the United Siates
and Mexico, under the convention of 1568,
the duration of which has been several times
extended, has brought its labors to a close.

From the re of the t of the United
States which accompanies the papers trans-
mitted herewith it will be seen t within

the time limited by the commission, one
thousand and seventeen claims on the part
of citizens of the United States against Mex-
ico, were reterred to the commission. Of
these claims eight hundred and thirty-one
were dismissed or disallowed, and in one
hundred and eighty-six cases awarls were
made In favor of the claimants inst the
Mexican Republie, amounting in the aggre-
gate to four million one hundred and twea-
ty-five thousand, #ix hundred and twenty-
two dollars and twenty eents. Within the
same period nine hundred and nioety-eight
claimes on the part of citizens of the Mexican
Republic against the United States were re-
ferred to the commission. Of these claimns
eight hundred and thirty-one were dismissed
or disallowed, and in one hundred and six-
ty-seven cases awards were made in favor
of the claimants against the United States,
nmnnmil:g in the te to one Lundred
and fifty thousand, four hundred and ninety-
elght dollars and forty-one cents.

the terms of the convention the amount
l{n-ne awards is to be deducted from the
amount awarded in favor of our citizens
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bonds for partof the
i1y posed roperty be moceptéd. ot oos
without Mohnmd’hmm
cates of the mdebtedness of V These
are so_much dispersed that it be dim-
eult.l!n:tnt:.u to ascertain their dis-
In former messages 1 have ealled the at-
tention of Congress to the necessity
lation with mmmm
the Glection of natteattty: © Toiiatien aad
I'h;‘::-ﬂrn‘:l’ ‘U:. d'mablnh
and facility with which the
may, after the lapse of a

et il

| become possessed of all the privileges of eiti-

2z n~hip of the Uniled States, and the frequent
| vecaxions which induce such aloptad citizens
to reiurn to the country of their birth, render
the subject of naturslization and the safe-
#uards which experience has provid neees-
sury ior the protection of the honest nataral-
ized citizon of paramount importance. The
v 1y shinplicity in the reguir -ments of law
on this question.aord opporianity for frand
@tal the want of uniformity in the proceed.
ings and recormis of the various courts, and
in the formes of the certifieates of nataraliza-
tin]n issned, afford a constaut souree of diffi-
culty.

I suggest no additional requirements to the
acquisition of eitizenship beyond those now
existing. but I invite the carnest attention of
Congress (o the necessity and wisdom of
some provisions regarding uniformity in the
records and eortifieates, and providing against
the fraude which frequently take place and
for the vacating of a record of naturalization
oblained in fraud.

These provisions are needed in aid and for
the proteetion of the honest citizen of foreign
birth. and for the want of which he is mad:
to suffer not infrogquently. The United States
has ingisted upon the right of expatriation
and has obtained after a long struggle an ad-
i gsion of the principle eontended for by ae-
quiescence therein on the part of many for-
cign powers and by the conclusion of treatios
on that sabj et. It ix. however, but justice
to the government to which such nataralized

well as to the United States, that cerstain
fixed and definite rules should be adopted
governing =uch cases and providing how ex-
patriation uay be accomplished.
cmigrants  in large numbers
citizens of the United Siates,
true that persons, both native-born and
naturalized, onee citizens of the
United States, either by formal acts or as the
effect of a scries of facts and ecirenmstances,
abardon their eitizenship and eease 10 be
entitled to the protection of the United States,
but continue on convenient oceasions to as-
serta claim to protection in the absence of
provisions on these questions, And in this
connection I again invite your attention to
the neeessity of legislation eoncerning the
marriages of American citizens contracted
abroad and concerning the status of Ameri-
can women who may marry foreigners, and
of children born of American parents in a
foreign country.

The delicate a~«d complieated questions
cortinmally occurrinrg, with  referevce to
raturlization, expatiation and the status of
such persons as | have above referred to in-
duce me to earnestly direct your attentio
again to these subjects,

In like manner I repeat my recommenda-
tion that some means be provided for the
hearing and determination of the just and
subsisting claims of aliens upon the govern-
ment of the United States within a reason-
able limitation, and of such as may hereafler
arise. While, by existing provisions of law.
the Court of Claims may in eertain cases be
resorted to by an alien elaimant, the absence
of any general provisio s governing all such
cares, aid the want of a tribunal skilled in
the disposition of such eases npon recognized,
fixed and settled prineiples, either provides
1o remmedy in many deserving cases or com-
pels a consideration of such elaims by Co -
gress or the executive Jdepartments of the
governiment.

It is believed that other governments are
in advance of the I'nited States upon this
question., and that the practice now adoptd
is entirely unsatisfactory.

Congress by an act approved the 31 day of
March, 1555, authorized the inhabitants of
the territory of Colorado to form a state gov-
ernmment, with the name of the state of Co-
lorado. and therein provided for the admis-
sion of said state, when formed into the
Union, upon an equal footing with the origi-
nal states.

A constitution having been adopted and
ratified by the people of that state, and the
acting governor having certified to me the
facts as provided by said act, together with a
copy of such constitution and onlinances as
wwovided for in the said act, and the provis
Ln-s ol the sald act of Congress bavig been
dnly complied with, I issued a proclamation
upon the Ist of August, 1576, a copy of which
is bereto annexed.

The report of the Secretary of War shows
that the army has been actively employed
during the yvear in subduing, at the request ol
the Indian burean, certain wild bands of the
Sioux Indian nation and in preserving the
peace at the south during the election. The
commission constituted under the act of July
24, 1876, Lo consider and ﬁfort on the “whole
subject of the reform and reorganization of
the armr’ met in Aungust last, and has col-
lected a large mass of statistics and opinions
bearirg on the subject before it. These are
aow under consideration and their report is
progressing. I am advised, though, the

resident of the commission, that it will be
mpracticable to comply with the clause of
the act requiring the report to be presented,
through me, to Congress on the first day of
thix session, as there has notglet been time for
that mature deliberation which the import-
ance of the subject demands. Therefore I ask
that thetime of making the rggort be extended
to the 20th day of January, 187.

In accordance with the resolution of Au-
gust 15, 1576, the army regulations prepared
under the act of March 1, 1575, have notl been
promulgated, but are held unt'l after the r-
port of the above-mentioned commission
shall have been received and acted upon.

By the act of August 13, 1576, the cavalry
force of the army was Increased by 2,500 men.
with the proviso that they should be dis
char{rgd ou the expiration of hostilities. Un-
der this authority, the cavalry regiments
have been strengthened and a portion of
them are now in the fleld porsaing the rem-
nants of the Indians with whom they have
been engaged durim‘ the Summer.

The estimates of the War Department ar-
made up on the basis of the number of men
authorized by law and their uirements as
shown by years experience; and also with thie
purpose, on the part of the bureau officers, to
rovide for all contingencies that may arise

uring the time for which the estimates are
made. Exclusive of engineer estimates (pre-
sented in accordance with acts of Congress
calling for surveys and estimates for im-
provements at various localities) the esti-
mates now presented are about six millions
in excess of the aggmj‘)_riamms for the years
1574-75 and 18555-96. This increase is asked
in order to Provlde for the increased eavalry
force (should their services be necessary) to
prosecute economically work upon impor
tant public buildings, to provide for arma-
ment of fortifications, and manufacture of
small arms, and to replenish the working
stock in the supply departiments. ap-
propriations for these last named have, for
the past few years, been so limited that the
accumulations in store will be entirely ex-
hausted during the present year. and it will
&- necessary (o at once begin to replenish

em.

1invite your special attention to the fol-
I‘(‘)wingmcommendauon of the Secretary of

"ar:

First—That the claims under the act of
July 4, 1864, for supplies taken by the army

become
it i1s also

during the war, be removed from the offices
of the nﬂnnﬂemmr and commissary gener-
als and transferred to the southern ims

commission. These claims are of precisely
similar nature to those now before the
southern claims commission, and the War

partment bureaus have not the clerical
force for their examination nor proper ma-
chinery for investigating the loyalty of the
C .
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citizens have formerly owed allegianee, as |

{ Navy by persons who. at the same time. erit-
g : '
While i

| efficient condltion; but the goml sense of the

| time any effective naval foree at command.

L offinsive aetion shonld the necess<ity for that

of t European powers with the old mate-
rial of our navy, to which no increase has
been authorized sinece the war, except the
eight small eruisers built to supply the

of others which had todeeay. Yet the
most has been done was possible with
the means at command, and subsgantial-
Iy rebullding some of our ships with
durable material, and mglmg repairing
argd refitting our monitor , the navy has
been gradually so brought up that though it
dces not mamtain its relative position

t'e progressive navies of the world, it is now
in a condition more powerful and effective

than it ever has been in time of peace. The |

complete repairs of our five heavy iron-clads
are only delayed on account of the inade-
};nary of the appropriations rnade last year
or the working bureaus of the department,
which were actually less in amount than
those made before the war, notwithstanding
the greatly enhanesd priece of labor and ma-
terials and the increase in the cost of the
naval =ervice growing out of the uniyversal
rise and great expense of steam machinery.
The moneynecessary for these repairs should
be provided at once. that they may be com-
pleted without further unnecessary delay and
expense. When th & is done all the strength
that there is in our navy will be developad
and useful to its full eapacity, and it will be
powerful for parposes of defense and also for

arise within a reasonable distanee from oar
shores,

The fact that our navy is not more modern
and powerful than it is has been made a eans:
of complaint against the Secretary of the

icise amd complain of his endeavors to bring
the navy that we have to jts best and most

country will understand that it is really due
to his practical fetion that we have at this

The report of the Postinaster General shows
the excess of expenditures (exeluding expen-
ditnres on account of previous vears) over
receipts. for the fiseal year ended Juune 30,
1576, Lo be $34.151 985,66,

Estimated expenditures for the fizeal year
ending June 30, I8, are S36 7545243, Esti-
mated revenue for same period is &0 615.165.00,
leaving estimated excoss of expenditure to be
appropriated as a deficiency of 6,075, 297 43

The Postmaster Gencral, like his prede-
cessor. is convinead that a change in the
Lasis of adjusting the salaries of postmasters
of the fonrth class is necessary for the good
of the service. as well as for the interests of
the government, and urgently recommends
that the compensation of the class of post-
masters above mentioned be hased upon the
husiness of their respective offices as aseer-
ta nod from the sworn returns, to the anditor,
of stamps cancelled.

A few postmasters in the Soathern States
hau---x‘-n ssoql great apprehension of their
personal safety on aceount of their connec-
tton with the postal service. and have
specially requested that their reports of ap-
prehended danger shoald not be made p ablie,
lest it should result in the loss of their lives.

But no positive testimony  of  inter-
lerence has  been  submitted ex ept  in
the case of a mall messonger at Npar-

timburg. in Soath Carol na. who re-
poried that he had been vielentiv driven
away while in charge of the mails on account
of his pul tieal affiliations. An asslstant
svper ntendent of the ra‘lway ma’l service
investigated this case and reported that the
messenger had disappearad trom his post,
leaving his work to be performed by a sab-
stitute. The Postmaster General thinks this
case is sufficiently suggestive to justify him
in recommnending that 4 more severe punisi-
ment should be provided for the offense of
assaulting any person in charge of the mails,
or of retarding, or otherwise obstructing
them by threats of personal injury.

“A very gratifying result i{s presented in
the fact that the deficiency of this department
during the last fiscal year was raluced 1o
£4.081,790.1% s againust §6,100, 935 88 of the pre-
ceding year. The difference ean be traced to
the large increase In its ordinary receipts,
(which greatly exceeded the estimates there-
for,jand a ~light decrease in {ts expenditares.”

The ordinary receipts of the Post Office de-
partment for the last seven fiseal years hav
iucreased at an average ofover eight per cent.
per annum ; while the increase of expendl-
cures for the same period has been but about
five fifty per cent. per annum, and the de-
crease of deficiency in the revenues has been
al the rate of nearly two per cent. per annum.

The report of the Commissioner of Agricul-
ture, accompanying this m » Will be
found one of greal interest, marking, as it

does, the t progress of the last cegtury in
the variety orng ucts of the soil; increased
knowledge and skill in the labor of pro-

ducing, saving, and manipulating the same
to prepare them for the use of man; in the
improvements in machinery to aid the agri-
culiurist in his labors and in a knowledge of
tho e scientific subjects necessary to a thor-
ough system of economy in agricultural pro-
duction, namely: chemistry, botany, ento-
mology, &c. A smd{ of this m-: ¥ those
interested in agriculture and ving their
support from it, will find itof value; in point-
ing out those articles which are raised in
greater quantity than the needs of the world
require and must sell therefore for less than
the cost of production, and those which com-
mand a profit over cost of production because
there is not an overproduction.

1 call ial attention to the need of the de-
pariment for a new gallery for the reception
Of the exhibits returned from the Centennial
Exhibition, including the exhibits donated
by very many foreign natious; and to the
recommendations of the issioner of
Agricalture generau{.

e reports of the District Commissioners
and the rd of Health are just received—
oo late to read them and make recommen-
dations thereon—and are berewith submitted.

The International Exhibition held in Phil-
adelphia this year in commemoration of the
one hundredth anniversary of American in-
dependence has proven a great success, and
will,nodoubt, beofenduring advantage to the
country. Ithas shown the great pro in
the arts, sciences and mechanical skill made
in a single century and demonstrated that we
are but little behind older nations in any one
branch, while in come we scarcely have a
rival. It bas gerved, 100, not only to bring
people and products of skill and labor from
all parts of the world together, but, in bring-
ing together peope from all sections of our
own country, which must prove a great ben-
efit in the information imparted and pride of
country engendered.

It has been E‘ggesmd by scientists interested
in amnd connec with the Smithsonian Insti-
tution in a communication herewith, that the
government exhibit be removed to the capital
and a suitable building be erected or pur-
chased for iis accommaodation as a perma-
nent exhibit. I earnestly recommend this,
and believing that Congress would second
this view, I directed that all government ex-
hibits at the centennial exhibition should re-
main where they are, except such as might
be injured by remaining in a building not in-
tended as a ion in inclement weather,
or such as may be wanted by the department
furnishing them, until the question of perm-
an;ﬁi}gxhlbmon is acted on.

K S 1 0 "."'hw. 'vl_!'n

=0 after the expiration of ithe probation fixed
upon. Foreigners coming to the country to
become citizens who are educated in ir
Enowledge of ours during the mecesnry v
know ours du NECOSSATY resi-
dence to obtain natural

not take interest
acquire sufficient know
them to study the institutions and laws of
the country intelligently, I would not confer
upon them the right to make such laws nor
to select those who do.

I append to this message for convenient
reference.asynopsis of administrative events
and of all recommendation to Congress made
by me during the last seven years. Time
may show some of these recommendations
not tohave been wisely conceived, but I b
lieve the larger part will do no diseredit to
the administration.

One of these recommendations met with
the united wition of one political party
in the Senate and with a strong opposition
ftom the other, namely: The treaty for the
annexation of Santo Domingo W the United
States, to which I will specially refer, main-
tainirg as I do, that if my views had been
concurred in the country would be in a more
prosperous condition to<day both politically
and financially. Santo Domingo i& fertile
and upon itz soil may be grown just those
tropical produets of which the United
States use 8o much and which are produced
or prepared for market now by slave labor
almost exclusively; namely, sugar, coffee,
dye woods, mahogany. tropical frults, tobac-
co, &¢. Aboul 75 per cent. of the exXporis of
Cuba are consumed inthe United Stat = A
large pereentage of the exports of Brazil also
find the, same market. These are pald for
almost exclusively in coin, legislation, par
ticularly in Cuba. being unfavorable to a
mutual exchange of the products of each

country. Flour shipped from the
lll%lmi‘\p: river o Havana CAn
A W T Yvery entrance o

the city on its way to a port in Spain; then
pays a duty fixed upon articles to be re-ex-
l-ul'tul. transferred to a Spanish vessel, and
rounght back almo-t to the point of starting,
paying a second duty, and still leave a profit
over what wonld be received by direct ship-
ment. All that is produced in Cuba conld #w
produced in Santo Domingo. Being a part of
the United States, commeree between the
Islard and mainiand would be free. There
wolild be no export daties on her shipments
nor tm{:\n duties on those coming here. There
would be no import duties upon the supplies,
n achinery, ete., going from the states. The
efieet that would have been produced upon
Cuban commerce with these advantages to
a rival is observable at a glance. The Cu
ban question would have been settled long
ago in favor of “Free Cuba.” Huandreds of
American vessels would now be advanta-
geously used in transporting the valuable
woods and other products of the soil of the
island, to a market, and in earrying
supplies and emigrants to it. The is-
land is but sparsely settled, while it has
an area sufficient for the profitable
employment of several millions of ple.
The soil wonld have soon fallen into th:
hands of United States capitalists. The pro-
ducts are so valuable in commerce that emi-
gration there would have been encouraged,
the emancipated race of the south would
have found there a econgenial home, where
their civil rights would not be disputed, and
where their labor would be so much sought
after that the poorest among them could have
found the means to go. Thus, in cases of
g(r:m oppression and erneliy, such as has
‘n_practiced upon them in many places
within the last eleven years, whole com-
munitices would have sought refuge In
Santo Domingo. 1 do not suppose the whole
race would have gone, nor is it desirable that
they should go. Their labor is desirable—
indispensable almost — where they now
are. But the possession of this territory would
have left the negro “master of the situation™
by enabling im to demand his rights
at home, on pain of finding them elesewhere.

1 do not present these views now as a rec.
ommendation for a renewal of the subject of
annexation; but 1 do refer to it to vindicate
my previous action in regard to it. With
the present Congress my official life termin-
ates. It is not probable that public affairs
will ever again receive attention from me
further than as a citizen of the republic, al-
ways taking a deep interest in the honor, in.
legrity and prosperity of the whole land.

U. 8. GRANT.

Erecutive Mansion, December 5th, 1556.

i
ANNTAL REPORT OF THE SECRE
TARY OF THE TREASURY.

The report shows that the net revenues fo
the fiscal year were $25 452.089.16, and tha
the net expenditures were 235,450,797 .33, leay
ing a_surplus revenue, exclusive of vis
lons for the sin fund, of §29.022 241 K.

The revenues yielded £9,974,105.98 less than
the estimate, and that the net expense
amounted to £9,957 746,43 less than was anli
cipated, exhibiting a surplus revenue of s -

,241.83 oﬁﬁ,&mﬁ iu excess of the amount
contemplated.

From the rtatement of actual receipts and

tures for the first quarter, that ending
September 30, and of the estimates of the
same for the remaining three quarters, based

upon existing laws, it is ex that the
revenues for the current fiscal year will yield
the sum of 264,292 449.59, the ex-

penditures will amount to $237 628 75335,
which will leave a surplus revenue of
e hich should be appl

amount which shou applied to the
ginking fund is estimated at gg.‘:o&m.s;

sn{pliu- umenlt:nec ﬂlrl &u below that
amount, in the o on o deparument,
by not less than !?.0!2.110.1’!.

It is estimated that the receipts for the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 1578, will be 22770,
050,000. For the same period the total esti-
mated expenditures, exclusive of the sinking
furd account and principal of the public
debt, is 8243 350,704,

U thie basis of these estimates, there
will be a surplus revenue for the fiscal year
1578, applicable to the sinking fund, of
$20,609 The estimated amouant required
by law tobemn,nn for that fund is 35,391 ,-

60. 1If, therefore, these estimates shall
rove to be approximately correct, there will
‘a deficiency in this account of $8,691 -

%'111:_’15: reduction in the public debt is $29,249,-

Thfrzimb t?“he law of(l:‘eb -
requ ¥ the operations of a &l -fund
account, that the public debt re-
duced in the sum of 243384821537 between
July 1, 1862, and the close of the last fiscal
year. A reduction has been effected du
that period of $656,972 2% 44, or £223,144,011.
more than was absolutely required.

It can therefore be said, as a matter of
fact, that all of the pledges and obligations of
the government to make vision for the
sinking fund and the cancellation of the pub-
lic debt have been fully :

Considerable is given in the [
the question of resumption of specie pay-
ments, and the Secretary says: “the amount
of legal-tender notes outstanding November
1. 1856, was §367,535,716. The amount of said
notes on deposit for the pu

7 25, 1862,
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( wing to the exhaustion of the ap opria-
n for ‘:nna of United S s o=
o1 d securities, charges o1 legn -
‘.c.llrr.ﬂmmm sentl o this de-
redemption, and the relurmnms
therefor, have not been paid by the govern-
ment since the 1st of March last. 1o conse-
quence the redemplion of such noles has
1y decreased, and the currency of
w government i rapidly v ing-wafil for
circulation. An tyﬂ!vnlunn sufficien! to
meet the payment of such express charges s
earnesily recomimended.

Concernirg the national hanks the Seecre-
lary . If the market value of United
Niales i= should remaiu unchanged, 1 s

not probable thai the amount of ad lithonal
circulation to be ssusd from November 1,
1576, to Janua 1, 19, (two years and two
months,) woukl exceed 81500000 11, how-
ever, there should o & material docline in the
value of bonds, 1t is o be presumes] that &
considerable amount thereo! would be pade-
ited by the banks which have withdrawn
r"' = amounting to &850 "8 since June
The profit on circulation «
upon the price W for the bosds and
upon the rate of interest. I the business of
the country should rovive, or the valoe of
bonds decline, the amount of circalation mast
be largely inereas«d The profif on circulation
Is estimated at about two and & guartar per
cent. In local Lies where the mate of inlerest
Is seven per oo the value of circulation =
about two and a hell por cont.. where the e
% ten per cont., the profit s aboat oneand &
bhalf per cent. at the prosent valuation of the

o, 154,

bornds.
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REPORT ©F THE SECRETARY OF
THE NAWY.

The annual rvpor. of the Secrtary of the
Navy has been tracsmitt o to the I"rexident .
It shows that ther® are in the service 123
steam vessels., carrviog 90 guns; 21 salling
vessels, earrying Z9 gans. and 21 iron-clad
vess: Is, carrying T2 guns. Of ghe whols nom-
ber of vessels THare at presoot o actaal gse,
4 are preparing and almost roady for son, &
are under repairs amnd ® are laid up at the
vArious navy vands

The Secrvtary ¢ dorses the proposition of
the chief of the burcau of eqatpment and re-
crulting urgi' g the establishment of & bank-
ing sysicm for the navy similar to that now
in force in the army he army law author-
izes the payment of intorest at 4 per cent
upon all sums of €5 and apwanl deposited
by any enlisted man with the oy inastoms,
subject 1o cortain conditions and restrictions.
IT this system should be adopted for the navy,
a carcful exstimate of the sum that wonld
required for the payment of the intorest
places 1t at but 4 mw per annum.

In referring 1o the Natonal Observatory,
the Secretary sayvs: * Provided by wise lib-
erality with the best instraments obtainable,
the Naval Observatory has risen o a high
rank. both at home and abroad, for eMciency
awdd for the characier of the work accom.
plished, and has amply fulilled the expecta-
tions of s founders.”

Speaking of the naval foree, the Secretary
says: ] think we may well dispense, for the
present at Jeast, with the heavy-armored and
unwieldy iron-clads of European nations,
and also with the monster cannon necessary
to penetrate them Any vessel which can
safely cross the seas to enter our harbors on
to lie upon our shores will be found vulner-
able to cannon of moderate welght and eal.
iber, while the heaviest armor will not pro-
tect a ship from the attacks of orpedoss man-
aged by brave and well-instructed officers.”

The Scerctary asks an a ation of
£750,000 for the Bureau of Construciion and
Repair, to be made avallable at once, 0
complete the ropalrs of five double-turreted
iron-clads,

Spgking of the reducad pay of the naval
offi . the Scertary says: “You are fally
aware how disagreeable this duty was to the
department, but you understood, al o, how
it had no aliermative but to discharge .
Burdenscame as its «fliclt has boen to the
naval serviee, | am gratified to be able (o say
that it has been received by the officors gen-
ernlly with dignity and courage. There has
becn some fault-finding and some foolish
eriticismes; but the faultfinding, as far as | wm
informed, has been confilned to those who
have been least affected, and who, in the
present. as in the past, have the least canse
to complain of the favor of the Government
or the action of the Department.  Those who
are charged with the burdens of official duty
must expect always to meest the criticism of
that class, who, without consideration or re-
sponsibility themselves, are ever reaay 10
question the motives and actions of .

“Afler careful consideration of this sab-
Ject, being convinead that Congross, when
they fally understand it, will have no real
desire 1o withhold from any branch of the
service the pay which would acerue to it
under the ordinary operations of the laws
and customs governing the action of the de-
parument, and will not wish to deprive well-
deserving officers, whose lives are conse-
crated to their counntry’s service, and to
whom no personal fault is imputed, of the
means for the proper support and education
of their families, | have, besides the ordi
estimates. an additional «stimate to sn L
for the sum of §1,550,000 to sapply the inevit-
able deficiency in the “pay™ appropriation,
and to enable the department to rescind its
order placing all unemploved on “fygr-
lough pay,” and to make up tothose who
have been or may be so redaced, without
fault on their part, the amount of pay which
they would otherwise have received. Con-
gress will be earnestly sed to make this
prclnlvll:iiuti. and lﬂho-_vn 0 8o the
will have great gratification in 1
out, otherwise the service .nd‘l’l.xe", - ¥
ment will have no alternative but mm
10 the deficiency and the reduction whica it
entalls.”

E3
REPORT OF THE SECRETARY oF
THE INTERIOR.

Hon. Z. Chandier, Secretary of the De-
partment of the Interior, in his report first
considers.

THE INDIANS.
ngrvass‘&aod 5 .(udi‘tl.:npmvmt i« shown
Among “m. CICAry ex the
belief that I.hel.nni(,v passage of ﬁ: annaal
appropriations by Congress had the effect to
materially streugthen Siwting Bull's band.
He recommends the concentration of all the
Indians upon a few reservations,
by them of lands in severalty, and the exten-
sion over them of the Uny States law and
Jurisdiction of United States courts, and
co uent dissolution of tribal organiza-
tion, and believes this plan would save the
government a large sum yearly. He recom-
mends the enactment of laws the
tionand the punishment of the Indians. He
calls attention 1o the fact that Congress never
paid the 25,000 promised the Sioux his
Emdmaor for relinquishing the 10
ant in Nebraska, and says the Commis-
sioner recommends the favorable considera-
tion of this claim.
PUBLIC LANDS.
6,524 32636 acres of public lands were dis-
. o{dunn&thed\:nr.m& was less by
.944.98 acres than quantity sold during
the vious year. The cash recel wWere
€1,747,115.85; a sum less by 832, 400.42 that
received the previous year

RAILWAYS.

indebledpess of the Union
Pacific railway is s;o‘iw:,su. of which 8% -
236,572 is due the Uni Sates. The indebt-
edness of the Central Pacific at the close of
the fiscal year was 89,061,508 .43, of
27 855,680 is due the United States. The
debtedness of the Central branch of the Unlon
Pacific, in addition to the «rmment loan

The total

i

and first of §1 ,000 and intuui
unpaid, is S145,730 94.
PATENT OFFICE.
Theworkoﬂhehumonkemam-

ifying increase in recel and a decresse in
expenditures, with a slight increase in the

mount of labor LN Uetober
1 — g

1, 1575, to .
ceipts from all sources were 8787 58675, an in-
year of

crease over the




